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President’s message
Through the efforts of Bernie Seward, Bruce
Drury, and Dick Strock (I think some others
helped too), we are back in the good graces of the
state of Maryland as far as our incorporated status. Well done guys — thanks.
There are a number of small projects that need to
be tackled. They are not difficult, and they are
worth work hours. We need to get some signage
put up on the trailer (the signage is ready and just
requires some running around for a couple of
parts); also, the shed down on the flight line needs
some signage, and finally some signage on the
hangar.
Amy McMaster gave birth to a baby girl, Isabelle
Anne Cairns McMaster, 5 pounds 13 oz., on 3
September. She’s blonde (like mom), 19 inches
long (unlike mom). Everyone is doing fine.
We are about ready to start the annual on 35R.
This is a GREAT opportunity to get work hours
and learn something about your airplane(s). Don’t
let this opportunity slip through your fingers!
We have the annual elections coming up in December — don’t be shy! This is an opportunity to
help with the management of your club. If you
can spare the time, run for the board!
 BOB HAWKINS

Chaplain’s corner
[From the Chaplain: May I share a story that
might be considered a flight of faithfulness.]
Communion on the Moon: July 20, 1969 (this is an
article by Eric Metaxas)
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Forty years ago two human beings changed history by walking on the surface of the moon. But
what happened before Buzz Aldrin and Neil
Armstrong exited the Lunar Module is perhaps
even more amazing, if only because so few
people know about it. I'm talking about the fact
that Buzz Aldrin took communion on the surface
of the moon. Some months after his return, he
wrote about it in Guideposts magazine.
And a few years ago I had the privilege of meeting
him myself. I asked him about it and he confirmed
the story to me, and I wrote about in my book
Everything You Always Wanted to Know About
God (But Were Afraid to Ask).
The background to the story is that Aldrin was an
elder at his Presbyterian Church in Texas during
this period in his life, and knowing that he would
soon be doing something unprecedented in human history, he felt he should mark the occasion
somehow, and he asked his minister to help him.
And so the minister consecrated a communion
wafer and a small vial of communion wine. And
Buzz Aldrin took them with him out of the Earth's
orbit and onto the surface of the moon.
He and Armstrong had only been on the lunar surface for a few minutes when Aldrin made the following public statement:
"This is the LM pilot. I'd like to take this opportunity to ask every person listening in, whoever and
wherever they may be, to pause for a moment
and contemplate the events of the past few hours
and to give thanks in his or her own way." He
then ended radio communication and there, on
the silent surface of the moon, 250,000 miles from
home, he read a verse from the Gospel of John,
and he took communion. Here is his own account
of what happened:
"In the radio blackout, I opened the little plastic
packages which contained the bread and the
wine. I poured the wine into the chalice our church
had given me. In the one-sixth gravity of the
moon, the wine slowly curled and gracefully came
up the side of the cup.
Then I read the scripture, 'I am the vine, you are
the branches. Whosoever abides in me will bring
forth much fruit. Apart from me you can do nothing.'
I had intended to read my communion passage
back to earth, but at the last minute [they] had
requested that I not do this. NASA was already
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embroiled in a legal battle with Madalyn Murray
O'Hair, the celebrated opponent of religion, over
the Apollo 8 crew reading from Genesis while orbiting the moon at Christmas. I agreed reluctantly.
I ate the tiny Host and swallowed the wine. I gave
thanks for the intelligence and spirit that had
brought two young pilots to the Sea of Tranquility.
It was interesting for me to think: the very first liquid ever poured on the moon, and the very first
food eaten there, were the communion elements.
And of course, it's interesting to think that some of
the first words spoken on the moon were the
words of Jesus Christ, who made the Earth and
the moon — and who, in the immortal words of
Dante, is Himself the "Love that moves
the Sun and other stars."
 CHAPLAIN (LT COL)EDCO BAILEY, D.MIN,
B.C.C.
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puddles and very soon were airborne, gently
swaying in the gusts. I looked out the open door
and down on buildings, the river, roads, fields,
cows and trees. Man, was I scared!
The flight consisted of one trip around the pattern.
At the 180 position my pilot cut the throttle (I was
afraid the engine had quit) and we descended,
turned base (OMG, the ground was coming up
quick!), and turned final. The short final started as
you passed over some tall power transmission
lines. (It was rumored that it was safer to fly under
rather than over them.) He added power because
the headwind had picked up and we still had to
clear the power lines. Over the lines, my pilot cut
the throttle, but it would not move. He tried again,
same stuck throttle. The little engine happily accelerated us down the runway. He pushed it forward
and slammed it back, I yelped with a sudden pain
in my left elbow. As we approached the power

My first airplane ride
In the early 1950’s I joined the Civil Air Patrol as a
cadet in an unnamed squadron in an unnamed
western wing. If I geeze more of these stories,
you might notice the SOPs we had back then are
in major conflict with current regulations. So the
names have been changed to protect the innocent.
One sunny summer afternoon our CAP pilots
were giving introductory flights to cadets, and I got
my mom to drive me to the airfield. Of course the
minute she saw the little L16 “grasshopper” (a 65
hp, tail skid, tandem seat, fabric covered, bungee
corded, ex-military observation plane), bounce
down the mixed grass, dirt, gravel, blacktop, and
mud puddle patchworked runway, she had absolutely no desire to sign my permission slip. However after watching a few flights with no major
crashes (and much pleading from me) she finally
relented and signed it.
Eagerly waving my permission slip, I ran to the
staging area and got in line. Finally it was my
turn, I crawled into the rear seat, belted up and
helped raise and lock the lower half-door. The
upper half-door remained open for better viewing
(and properly experiencing the flight). Somebody
propped the wooden propeller, the little engine
coughed and roared (to me at least) into life and
we bounced to the end of the runway. My pilot
turned his head and shouted something as he firewalled the throttle. We accelerated through the
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lines I had securely gripped the tubular frames
inside the cockpit to brace myself for the unavoidable crash. My arm had blocked the throttle. A
couple of screamed oaths from my pilot convinced
me to release my death grip and move my arm.
The throttle closed, the engine slowed, the plane
slowed, we bounced to a landing, taxied to the
group and shutdown the engine. Not a word of
admonition was said as I deplaned and strutted
back to the other cadets. “Great flight” was my
confident remark.
 MYRON WAXDAL

Close call at GAI
[Editor’s note: The following is Lou Krupnick’s account of what he saw on 26 August.]
This morning as I was ambling from the tie-down
area to the FBO, I noticed a Cirrus on short final
for R32. Typical morning, wind at 6 kts, straight
down 32,nothing special I thought. He flared early,
porpoised and landed again before applying full
power for what I thought was a go-around. From
what I could see, maybe the guy was a little hot,
even for one of those glass jobs; no sense in
wrestling it to ground, I thought. Maybe he didn't
read the article on approaches in last month's
AOPA Pilot, or perhaps he had and still not gotten
it right. It happens to many of us, even on “good
days.”
About 4 or 5 paces later, I then saw a Pilatus-size
plane on takeoff, coming from the opposite direction, fill the space just moments before occupied
by the Cirrus.
A nearby flight line guy and I were incredulous,
realizing that we had just witnessed a near miss,
head-on collision.
Moral: keep your head up and eyes open, as the
lead story for the 6-o'clock news is never far
enough away from general aviation, even at GAI.
 LOU KRUPNICK

Fly-ins
BREAKFAST AT GETTYSBURG 25 SEPTEMBER
Check out the website at
http://sites.google.com/site/gettysburgbarnstormers.

Let me know if you want to go.
In October several of us are set to go visit Greg
and Jodie Brown in Knoxville. Flight was fully sub-
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scribed, but two cancels just came in, need a pilot
or two. Cardinal and 35R available!!!
Lots of other possibilities:
Anyone see anything here you would be interested in?
18 September: Baltimore , MD. Essex Sky Park
(W48). Essex Sky Park Annual Wings & Wheels
Fly-In. Fly-In or Drive In The Skies above Essex
will be buzzing with activity. Fly-bys Vintage Aircraft-experimental Aircraft-Light Sport aircraft-Visit
with the pilots browse the flight line-Camping with
your plane-Fuel on field- We are outside the
ADIZ- Grass Roots aviation at it best. Check our
web site for pilot fly in information Car Show Custom Cars-vintage cars- Car judging- Food Vendors Music Contact Ron Lane, 410 382 9626.
Email Website Event ID: 13828.
25 September: Dulles, VA. Dulles International
Airport (KIAD). Dulles Family Day & Plane Pull
For Special Olympics. 'Registered' pilots (see
website) can fly in & be ambassadors of GA for a
day. See the website for details on how you can
meet and greet the general public in front of your
plane and tell the GA story. Contact Dennis Boykin, (703) 346-4857. Email Website Event ID:
13937.
25-26 September: Hagerstown, MD. Airport
(KHGR). Hagerstown Aircraft Services & EAA
Chapter 36, Hagerstown, MD. 12th Annual Fly In,
Drive-in Event, Vintage Fairchild & Experimental
Home Built Aircrafts on display. Free Young Eagle
flights to ages 8-17 yrs. Breakfast, 8:00 to 11:30
am. Sausage, Eggs, Hotcakes, Coffee, Orange
Juice. Lunch, 12:00 to 3:00 pm Hot dogs & Hamburgers, Beverages. Contact Hagerstown Aircraft
Services, 301-733-7604. Website Event ID:
14003.
17-19 September: Latrobe, PA. Arnold Palmer
Regional Airport (LBE). 17th Annual Wings/AMT
Weekend. Wings Weekend 2010 offers Pilots/Mechanics free safety seminars. Pilots get up
to 3 hours free flight instruction, your aircraft or
rent, with seminars all 3 days plus Friday evening.
Mechanics satisfy 8 hrs toward IA renewal. Banquet Sat eve with George Dom, former Blue Angels flight leader. Visit our blog for more. Hope to
see you there!! Contact Valetta Mowry, 724-3318991. Email Website Event ID: 14558.
19 September: INDIANA, PA. Indiana County/Jimmy Stewart Field (KIDI). Jimmy's Canteen.
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Only a couple of weekends left — stop in while
you can, for the best small airport, casual fly in
food around! Contact Todd Heming, 724/4633883. Email Website Event ID: 13903.
22-23 September: Reading, PA. Reading Regional Airport (KRDG). New Horizons Aviation —
OPEN HOUSE. Food, Fun, and Good Times to be
had by all. Come join New Horizons Aviation and
Horizons Pilot Shop for their Grand Opening and
Open House at the Reading Regional Airport
(KRDG). What’s New? Come for your "Sneak
Peek" of our planned Simulator Training room.
Free Drawing for a Jeppesen Student Pilot Training Kit, or an equivalent value in store merchandise for the licensed pilot. Contact Dave Kalbach,
484-332-0442. Email Website Event ID: 14233.
25-26 September: Gettysburg, PA. Gettysburg
Regional Airport (W05). Wings, Wheels, & Pancakes Fly-In/Drive-In Breakfast. Breakfast served
8am to Noon,. Sat & Sun Sept. 25-26. Pancakes,
eggs, home fries, ham, sausage, coffee, tea,
juice. Adults $7.00, Kids under 12 $3.00. Join us
for the best breakfast around! Free shuttle to/from
Gettysburg Military Park Visitor Center for those
who fly in. Contact Ellie & Jim Sheen, 717-3343794. Email Website Event ID: 14585.
 JOE STUBBLEFIELD

Aircraft rates
Following are our aircraft hourly rates as of 1 September 2010.
Aircraft

Rate

N5244N

$130

N20300

$114

N25883

$83

N5135R

$98

N739BA

$101

Unless otherwise noted, rates are per tach hour,
wet.
 BOB HAWKINS

Wanna buy a 182?
[Editor’s note: Bob Gawler passed on this story,
which was accompanied by some interesting pictures that, unfortunately, I was unable to download.]
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This 182 was brand new, glass cockpit and all,
with only 80 hours on it. Its pilot was flying to a
camp carrying a lawn mower (with gas in it) in the
back seat. He also had a 12V to 110V inverter
plugged in with the inverter sitting on the floor in
the back, running his laptop computer.
He landed on the grass runway and smelled gas
fumes during rollout. He stopped, turned the airplane around to back-taxi, and reached back to
feel the lawn mower and stop the fuel leak before
it messed up the carpet any more than it already
had, when POOF! the entire back seat area ignited.
He pulled the mixture out, jumped out, called 911,
and began running to the line shack in hopes
of finding a fire extinguisher (he had removed his
from the aircraft as he did not think his plane
would ever catch fire — and, what’s more,
mounted between the front seats it was a nuisance when he reached down there every time to
disengage his seat rail lock).
He got half way to the line shack and turned
around to see the wings fold down to the ground.
Fire trucks arrived 12–15 minutes later and put
out the fire. Best guess is that the inverter somehow sparked and ignited the gas fumes.
He admitted that if this had happened in the air
there would not have been enough time to land
and escape before the smoke and flames overpowered him or the airplane disintegrated in midair.
The pilot was known to be good. He was obviously not a very good judge of what to carry in the
back of an airplane, or, anything can go wrong, or
the conviction that has killed many a pilot: "It can't
happen to me."
Morals to the story:
1. Never carry any fuel on board other than what
is in the airplane's tanks.
2. Always have your fire extinguisher handy on
board; you never know when you will need it!

Work hours
Amy McMaster (AJMcMaster@venable.com) is
our Work Assignment Officer; contact Amy to find
out what jobs are available.
Arjan Plomp takes care of recording the hours
that you work. You can e-mail your work hours to
arjan@plompvanbergen.com. When sending e-
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mails, please put in the subject line: Work Hours,
your name, # hrs worked. This will help Arjan organize the e-mails for future reference if there are
any discrepancies.

Work hours monitor
September is the third month of the “work hours
year,” so by 30 September you should have 5.0
hours of credit.
Here are the work hours “waypoints” listed by
quarter. If you have the indicated number of hours
at the end of a quarter, you’re on course.
Qtr 1
Qtr 2
Qtr 3
Qtr 4

30 September
31 December
31 March
30 June

5.0
10.0
15.0
20.0

If you’re in doubt about your work hours, contact
Arjan Plomp; if you’re looking for jobs to do, contact Amy McMaster.
 DICK STROCK

Flap incident
[Editor’s note: we reprint here, in its entirety, John
Peake’s report of a split flap occurrence in
N5135R. It was a number of years ago, but it
could still be instructive to club members.]
Cessna 172 Flap Incident, N5135R
May, 2000
At 9:40 PM, while completing the VOR RWY 14
approach to GAI, a circle to land procedure was
started to land on runway 14 from a position that
required a right turn to the left base. The student
was slow to deploy the flaps but did get them fully
extended to 40 degrees. While still too high to
complete a landing in the first third of the runway,
the student expressed his concern. I suggested
he go around if he was not happy with the position. Power was applied and he retracted the flaps
for a go-around from an altitude of approximately
400 feet AGL and not far from the runway numbers. There was a loud “pop” sound and the student said “what was that” and that he had
problems with the controls. I had already scanned
the wings and observed the right wing flap fully
retracted and the left wing flap just about fully extended- a split flap condition.
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I took control of the aircraft and quickly determined that I could turn slowly to the left against
the right yawing tendency. From a position slightly
past the numbers I turned the aircraft into a 180
degree turn followed by a short downwind and
then a 180 degree turn to final. During this time I
radioed an airplane taxiing to runway 14 to please
stand by for an emergency landing. An airspeed
of approximately 75 MPH was maintained and the
flaps left alone. The airplane was under control
throughout the landing. (I was questioned later by
a Club member as to whether I tried to lower the
right flap. The answer here is that I had a working
situation and changing the airplane condition did
not seem wise.)
The next day I contacted the NTSB and spoke to
a person that had recently left Cessna. She said
we had become test pilots. The airplanes are certified to fly with split flaps, but under controlled
conditions, and this was attested to by a later
conversation with the FSDO. The problem was a
failed needle bearing in the left outboard flap
track. The bearing failed which caused the flap to
lock in the track. The “pop” sound was the retracting system bending itself up and further bending
the flap itself. Fortunately the bent flap did not interfere with the aileron operation.
Instructors note: When retracting flaps for a goaround, only retract them to 20 degrees extended.
Then bring them up slowly the rest of the way.
 JOHN PEAKE

Your flying account
Dick Strock is in charge of our flying account
tracking. Dick is posting aircraft usage on a weekly basis and a doing a full close just after the first
of the month. You will receive the monthly statement of your account at the beginning of the
month for the previous month’s activity. You will
also get a weekly e-mail that shows your latest
usage.
If you don't have an e-mail account, please let
Dick know and he will print out your statement.

Crew chiefs
A/C
N5244N
N20300
N5135R
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Chief
Gashaw Mengistu
Linda Knowles
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Ass’t Chief
Vacant
Ruth Hornseth,
Todd O'Brien, Dev
Kavathekar

Address for checks
Please note that the address to mail Congressional Flying Club checks is:
Congressional Flying Club
7940-I Airpark Road
Gaithersburg, MD 20879
Checks can also be brought to the meetings and
given to Bob Hawkins.
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Funny stuff
Heard long ago on AirTran:
“Ladies and gentlemen, welcome aboard AirTran
Flight 123, nonstop service to [wherever it was].
In a few minutes our wonderful cabin crew will be
serving you our award-winning breakfast [that was
definitely tongue-in-cheek; “breakfast” consisted
of coffee, tea, and slightly stale rolls]. We invite
you to sit back, relax, and enjoy your flight. Or
better yet, fall asleep so we won’t have to deal
with you.”
True story. I am not making this up!
 ANDY SMITH
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