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President’s message
Let’s extend a warm welcome to our newest
member, Owen Andrusiak. Owen gained substantial flight experience north of the border, including some interesting encounters with US
customs/border protection post 9/11 and tons of
experience with engineless flight (a/k/a gliding).
Owen is joining both MSS and CFC and is eager
to get into the flow of things, especially flying activities. Interestingly, he also volunteered to rig the
CFC elections this year (more about that later).
Pushkar Agarwal, the first cadet to benefit from
the Bob Hawkins Flight Scholarship and earn the
private pilot certificate, is busy at college and
could only generate a short note regarding his
flight training with CFC. Here’s what he said: “I
had a wonderful experience with the Congressional Flying Club in obtaining my private pilot
license. I had the opportunity to be instructed by
Piotr who was able to help me reach my goal in a
short amount of time. He supported me and offered tough love to help me reach my potential. In
addition, the Congressional Flying Club and the
Trams Fund Committee were instrumental in allowing me to pursue my interest in aviation. Their
support helped me a lot. While pursuing my private pilot license, I also had the opportunity to
help replace the brake pad and learn more about
the inner workings of the airplane and maintenance. I would like to again thank the Congressional Flying Club for all their help.”
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That’s it! Tough love. This is what I will offer you if
I am re-elected as president. I guess I am sufficiently insane to run for the office one more time.
Speaking of elections — remember that ‘tis the
time to elect your Club President and members of
the Board of Directors. Come and vote for the
guys who put in a lot of work to make this club run
as it does and make decisions that affect you and
your flying pleasure. For more on this story from
Owen, see the article below.
Big thanks to Bob Swanson for herding the pilots
and making sure we had a good presence at the
GAI open house. A number of people were interested in joining a club. 23GV looked great, and we
look forward to seeing new faces at a future meeting. Many thanks to those who helped out: Ted
Tschudy, Larry Baker, Fernando CampoamorSánchez, Steve Nash, and Phil Carls. Bob is
especially thankful to Ted and Larry for their efforts and attention to detail in cleaning 23GV! We
heard many compliments on what a beautiful
plane it is, and it certainly did shine thanks to their
efforts. (Bob’s article and a picture are on p. 3.)
Speaking of Bob Swanson— We had a lot of free
beer recently. Bob is now certified to punch holes
in the clouds while exercising his IFR rating privileges. Gashaw Mengistu, on the other hand, can
now instruct you how to fly a twin on one engine.
It is amazing that after spending the money needed to fly a twin with one engine working, he still
could afford to buy some of us a beer. Congratulations both!
Final comment from the President and a reminder
to all: this is a flying club. This means you should
fly for pleasure and proficiency on regular basis.
The weather is good, the planes are available.
Why in the world would you not fly?
 PIOTR KULCZAKOWICZ

Notice of election
[Editor’s note: The manager for this year’s election
is Owen Andrusiak, o1andrusiak@gmail.com/]
Now that the US midterm elections have come
and gone, it's time for us to turn our attention toward more important matters. The club's 2014
Annual meeting will be held on Tuesday, 2 December, at which time we have the great privilege
and responsibility of electing our next slate of directors.
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As you know, each year the club must elect a
President and three new directors. Dick Strock,
Greg Castello, and Stephen Nash* will continue
on into their second year as directors. John
Strong's** and Gashaw Mengistu's first term
(two years) is ending; they may run for re-election
(if they so choose). Doug Holly, having served
two consecutive terms (4 years), has reached his
term limit and is not eligible for re-election this
year.
Please consider supporting the club in the capacity of director for a two-year term. Not only will you
have an important hand in running the club, you
will also be credited with 10 work hours each year
for your efforts. If you wish to submit your name,
please send me an e-mail; I will then share it with
the other members of the Nominating Committee
(Eric Haertel and Steve Bushby) for consideration.
A strong club cannot function without a strong
Board of Directors. We encourage you to put your
energy and expertise to work as a director.
*

**

Holy Ark of the Covenant to the places he desired
to bring it? Why was a man who simply wants to
provide help, killed in the story? [See 2 Samuel
6:5-7]
Recently, I have found something that reminds me
much of this distant story. Per Civil Air Patrol regulation, character development instruction must
be made available at least one hour per month for
This newsletter is published monthly by the Congressional
Flying Club, Inc., and Montgomery Senior Squadron
#18073, CAP. Unsigned articles represent the opinion of
the editors, who are solely responsible for their content.
Contents copyright © 2014 Congressional Flying Club,
Inc.; Montgomery Senior Squadron #18073, CAP; and
individual authors.
Meetings: Every Tuesday at 2000 at the CAP Trailer,
Montgomery County Airport (KGAI), Gaithersburg, MD
Physical address: Box 4, 7940-I Airpark Dr.,
Gaithersburg, MD 20879
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Stephen Nash replaced David Lahire, who was on
the first year of his second term. Therefore, Stephen will retain that position for one more year.
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the second year of his first term, and therefore requires re-election (if desired).
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Chaplain’s corner
GOD WILL ACT!
[The Chaplain shares herewith a message he delivered on Sunday morning during Commanders
Call at the annual Maryland Wing Civil Air Patrol
Conference held in November at Turf Valley Conference Center in Ellicott City. Squadron Commanders from across the State were in
attendance. CFC/MSS members Eric Haertel,
John Strong, Bob Gawler, Piotr Kulczakowicz,
and Mike Regen attended some part of the Wing
Conference.]
In ancient Hebrew sacred text, there is a story of
King David trying to bring the Ark of the Covenant
to a new location in Jerusalem. The oxen stumbled and the Ark was about to fall. A man
reached out to support the Ark and keep it from
falling to the ground. The man, however, suffered
instant death for touching the Holy Ark. This frustrated King David. How was he ever to get the
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Cadets. If there is no chaplain and no Character
Development Instructor in the Squadron, the
Commander must assure that the instruction is
given. Well, Commanders ask assistance from
staff who are not officially appointed per regulation
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as CDI’s. And thus, the people with the best of
intentions try to assure that the training requirement is met. However, the stopgap measure as
allowed in the regulations is not intended to become a permanent mode of operation. It would
become counterproductive.
If persons function in roles for which they are not
properly trained and appointed, and offense arises, litigation could ensue without liability coverage. Also, since they are not officially appointed,
they do not get billeted upon the national roster for
required periodic reporting. The account of their
service is not captured in the statistical data used
to justify appropriations requested from Congress
for the financial support of CAP operations. The
good deed done from good intention by the local
individual, inappropriately placed, militates against
the general interest of the larger organization.
Should the Ark have been allowed to fall to the
ground? No! Would it have fallen? Perhaps it
would, perhaps it wouldn’t. Maybe the Lord would
have shown how the Ark is divinely cared for and
protected. God did not get the chance to do this,
for Uzzah thought he must prevent the Holy Ark
from falling.
If we follow the regulations, the issue of character
development instruction might still challenge us,
but somehow it will be seen that an address from
the place where the rules are made needs to be
put into place. In God we trust. God will act. Let
us also hope that CAP National, where regs are
made, will also help with the issue challenging
Character Development Instruction staffing in
CAP.
 CHAPLAIN (LT COL) EDCO BAILEY,
D.MIN, B.C.C.

Log that oil!
Just a reminder that it is imperative that pilots log
any oil added to our Club aircraft. I know it is
easy to overlook, but it is the only way we have to
track engine oil consumption.
We recently had what appeared to be a large
spike in oil consumption in one of our aircraft.
Without an accurate history, we have no way of
knowing if this was an anomaly or if there is cause
for concern.
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Open house report
Despite a day of gusty winds, the sun shone
brightly on Montgomery County Airpark's Open
House on Saturday, 18 October. N23GV shared
a place in front of KGAI's central hangar along
with the CAP display. Thanks to the hard work
and meticulous attention to detail by Larry Baker
and Ted Tschudy, the Cessna 172M sparkled
and received a lot of favorable attention. Many
compliments were heard and lots of kids and
adults had their pictures taken as "pilot" or "copilot" for a few brief moments.

Throughout the day, questions were answered by
Larry and Ted, as well as myself, Fernando
Campoamor-Sánchez, Steve Nash, and other
club ambassadors. Several people expressed
interest in possibly joining the club, so perhaps
we'll have guests to a meeting in the near future.
Other club members were around and helped out
in a big way as well — Piotr, Phil, Mladen, Eric
Haertel, and Bob Gawler, among others. The
winds dampened the model airplane flights
somewhat, though one flying in the hangar gathered a number of onlookers. And Mike Regen
gave us an impressive formation demo.
From set-up to tear-down, hard work went into this
effort, and the club was once again a central element of this KGAI community event. Many thanks
to those who participated and supported the club's
contribution to this annual celebration.

 DICK STROCK
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Wi-fi at GAI
Stephen Nash reports that we now have wi-fi in
the tie-down area. See Steve for the SSID and
password.

Fly-ins
A brunch run to Luray to get some great food (according to Gashaw) is set for 15 November.
The Holly Run is set for 6 December. I hope that
by now you have signed up with Helen Woods
over at Bay Bridge, or you may wait till next time.
If you want to register a plane for the Holly Run,
here is the information you need to send to Helen:
1. Name: Congressional Flying Club
2. Number of people coming to breakfast:
3. Number of people staying for lunch:
4. Early lunch shift (during church service) or late
shift (immediately after church service)?
5. Attend Tangier History and Christmas Service
at the church? (Y/N)
6. Tail number:
7: Home base:
8. A/C type:
9. A/C cruise speed:
10. Any other plane you want to fly with and share
a squawk code?
 JOE STUBBLEFIELD

Work hours
Amy McMaster (AJMcMaster@venable.com) is
our Work Assignment Officer; contact Amy to find
out what jobs are available.
Judy Bradt takes care of recording the hours that
you work. There is a new way to log work hours.
For full details and pictures, see the December
2011 Congressional Record; otherwise, here’s a
condensed version.
First, you need to set up your user ID and password, if you haven't already done so.
1) Go to http://www.cfcmss.org.
2) Your user name is your first initial followed by
your last name (example: Russ Stoner -->
rstoner).
3) To get your password, click the Login link at
the top right of the screen.
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4) Next, click on "Retrieve Password."
5) Enter your user name and click the "Send
Password" button. Your password will be sent
to your e-mail address on file.
Return to the login screen, and congratulations,
you're in!
Now: go to Work Hours on the cfcmss.org website.
Select your own name, and you will see right
away how many hours you've logged, and how
many you have to serve before the end of June.
Submitting work hours is easy: Just click on the
box for "Submit Work Hours."
A form will come up. Just enter the date, number
of hours you worked, and what you did. Add
something like the crew chief or person who assigned you the task in the NOTES section. Then
hit SAVE. Your submission will appear with a little
blank check box in the "APPROVED" column. The
work credit timekeeper (at the moment, Judy
Bradt) reviews and approves the hours -- and
when she does, a little green check mark appears
in the "Approved" column. So far, everybody has
submitted hours for legitimate tasks.
Are you a Board Member or do you get work
credit hours for other club functions? Click the
"Work Credit Hours" box and select your responsibilities from that list, and get credit.
If you have questions, please contact Judy.

Aircraft rates
Following are our aircraft hourly rates as of 1 November 2014.
Aircraft
Rate
N5244N
$138
N20300
$119
N739BA
$106
N23GV
$110 (Hobbs)
Unless otherwise noted, rates are per tach hour,
wet.

Cold weather operations
[Reprinted from the October issue]
As we start into winter season, we need to be
thinking about practices for cold weather operation. The generator and heater are ready in the
sheds near our tie-downs. If you are not familiar
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with their proper use, have a member who is familiar acquaint you with their proper use before
attempting to use them.
Meanwhile, pay attention to the forecasts. After
flight, if the forecast for the period between your
flight and the next one includes the likelihood of
freezing temperatures, leave the prop vertical
when tying down the plane. This will allow any
water entering or condensation occurring inside
the spinner assembly to drain out and not collect
to form a lump of ice that can severely unbalance
the prop.
Also, check diligently for water in the fuel during
preflight. With the considerable daily changes in
temperature and humidity, this is a season that
readily produces condensation of water vapor in
the fuel tanks. Also, there is no guarantee that fuel
received during fueling is completely water-free,
whether it is done here at GAI or elsewhere. Most
FBOs sump their supply tanks and trucks daily
and remove any water and other contaminants,
but conditions change by the minute.
On the initial, cold start attempt, be careful to
avoid under-priming. It is likely that more priming
will be needed in colder weather than in warm.
For the 172s that's typically 5–6 strokes. If the
plane does not start on the first try, use extreme
caution on repeated starting attempts not to overprime, which could lead to an engine compartment fire. Starting procedures for the Cardinal are
the same as for the 172s. Preheating may not be
needed at temperatures above 20° F, but may be
used at any temperature below 40° F as a matter
of personal preference. The Club has owned one
plane that would start readily at temperatures as
low as –5ºF.
Our preheating equipment is being re-evaluated
and may or may not be available at this time.
Watch for announcements regarding the preheating equipment. In the meantime, if it is not available, anyone needing preheating may have to
secure it from the FBO at his or her own expense.
If, when attempting unsuccessfully to start the engine, you smell fuel and there is no evidence of
fire, stop and wait at least 15 minutes before additional attempts. If you see or smell evidence of
fire, continue to crank the engine for 10-15 seconds without priming and with the throttle approximately half open. This will normally suck the
fire into the engine whether or not the engine
starts. If the fire persists, shut down, exit the plane
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and use the on-board fire extinguisher. The Halon
extinguishers that we have will extinguish any engine compartment fire by venting the extinguisher
into the upper air intakes near the propeller. It is
not necessary to uncowl the engine. If the engine
starts and there is no further evidence of the fire,
allow it to run for about a minute and shut it down.
After any fire, thoroughly inspect or have the
plane, especially the area of the air filter and the
engine compartment wiring, inspected by a competent party and determine that it is truly airworthy
before attempting to fly. In this or any situation, it
is far better to err on the side of safety than to
take a possibly fatal chance in the hope of completing a flight.
For snow removal, the best tool is the yellow
“Lovett Snow Chaser” that is kept in our maintenance hangar or in the storage shed. When used
carefully, its soft rubber edge will not harm the
painted and other surfaces of the plane and will
very efficiently remove several inches of snow. Do
not use rigid plastic or metal scrapers on any part
of the airplane! If the surface of the plane is icefree after removal of the snow, the plane should
be ready to fly by the time a good preflight has
been completed.
Our shed near the tie-downs contains the pressure sprayer and extra fluid for deicing. This
should not be used to remove snow. It should be
used to melt ice that remains after the snow has
been swept-off or to remove frost and/or ice on
the plane in the absence of snow. Simply spray a
light application of the fluid on the ice or frost covered areas and by the time preflight is completed,
the plane should be ready to fly. In extreme cases, a second application may be needed for
“stubborn” areas.
 BILL HUGHES

Work hours monitor
November is the fifth month of the “work hours
year,” so by 30 November you should have 8.3
hours of credit.
Here are the work hours “waypoints” listed by
quarter. If you have the indicated number of hours
at the end of a quarter, you’re on course.
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15.0
20.0

Just think — If you had written something
for the newsletter this month, three things
would have happened:

Don't leave your hours until the last minute in
hopes of a warm day for a plane wash!
If you’re in doubt about your work hours, contact
Judy Bradt after you have gone online to check;
if you’re looking for jobs to do, contact Amy
McMaster.

1. You would have gotten work hours
credit;
2. The editor wouldn’t have had to fill this
space with a text box;

Your flying account
Dick Strock and Bryan Absher are in charge of
our flying account tracking. Dick is posting aircraft
usage on a weekly basis and a doing a full close
just after the first of the month. You will receive
the monthly statement of your account at the beginning of the month for the previous month’s activity. You will also get a weekly e-mail that shows
your latest usage.
If you don't have an e-mail account, please let
Dick know and he will print out your statement.

Crew chiefs
A/C
N5244N
N20300
N739BA
N23GV

Chief
Greg Castello
Stephen Nash
Gary Jacobs
Thomas Wilk
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Ass’t Chief
Phil Carls
Bob Swanson
Phil Carls
Philip Wilk

3. You would have been able to bask in
your fellow Club members’ admiration
of your wordsmithing prowess.
There are a few basic requirements in order
to write for the newsletter.
First, you need an aviation-related subject.
Doesn’t have to be General Aviation, but
that is preferable. Here are some examples:
Funny flying stories; stories about a crosscountry you made, whether in a Club aircraft
or not; your flying experience while visiting
other countries; ….
Second, you need to coordinate with the
Newsletter Editor to ensure that your topic is
appropriate and that you aren’t, for example,
the seventh person who wants to write about
his/her trip to the Pancake Breakfast at
Wherever Field.

Address for checks
Please note that the address to mail Congressional Flying Club checks is:
Congressional Flying Club
7940 Airpark Road
Gaithersburg, MD 20879
Checks can also be brought to the meetings and
given to Dick Strock or Bryan Absher.

It’s that simple!
Once you got the editorial OK, write your
little heart out (but try to keep it to around
500 words or less — we’re not looking for
War and Peace), and e-mail the results to
the editor’s mailbox (cfc_record@yahoo.com).
Pictures are good, but send them as attachments rather than in-line.

Funny stuff
About rules:
a. Rules are a good place to hide if you don't
have a better idea and the talent to execute it.
b. If you deviate from a rule, it must be a flawless performance (e.g. if you fly under a
bridge, don't hit the bridge.)
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Then let the Work Hours coordinators know
how many hours you put in, and that’s it!

